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Propositions 
 
1. Site-less survey remains the most appropriate tool for the identification of a site.  
2. Site and pottery density always depends on the intensity. 
3. The use of ceramic scatters as the criterion for the identification of a ‘site’, is sometimes 
perplexing in the case of the Early Modern period.  
4. The zoom-out perspective which the long-term investigation offers, is significant for the 
understanding of the particular phenomena which have occurred in every period.  
5. In my opinion, the archaeological gap which occurs in the Aegean landscape regarding 
the ‘dark’ mid 7th – early 9th centuries AD, to an extent, is the result of the 
archaeologists’ incapacity to recognize the relevant finds on the field.  
6. Per period discussions lead to generalisations which are not always correct. Based on 
surface finds, the 4th c. AD is for the Aegean almost as obscure as the ‘dark’ 8th c. AD. 
Yet, the 4th c. is usually unconsciously conceived as ‘bright’ because it is usually 
discussed in the context of the ‘busy’ Late Roman period.  
7. The early modern inter-systemic relations, for which the information are plenty and 
accurate, can be very informative on the complexity of the exchange system in the 
ancient periods. 
8. It seems that across time, it was the agricultural strategy of the population, i.e. the 
fragmentation or accumulation of property, that defined the shift from dispersed to 
nucleated settlement pattern and vice versa. 
9. The long-term archaeological picture of Skyros attests the integration of the island in the 
historic, economic and ultimately cultural setting of each period. 
10. During the Ottoman period the Aegean islands were ‘internationalised’.   
 
